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In this course, we will use English to
learn about the Americas and about
the United States of America (USA).
You will gain a broad knowledge of
this topic from the time of the first
Americans to the present, and a more
detailed knowledge of two periods -
the French and English colonisation of
North America, and the revolution
that gave birth to the USA. Students
will strengthen their reading and
listening endurance in English, by
viewing short presentations by the
instructor, reading and listening to the
text (Revolution, a graded reader,
1000 headwords), viewing a movie
(Black Robe), and listening to some
representative poems and songs
(from traditional to hiphop). Students
will also learn by collaborative
exercises in critical thinking. At first,
the materials may seem difficult, but
as you continue, you will pick up
words and understand them more
easily.

Specific topics include: Origin of
native Americans, first points of
contact between Europeans and
Americans. Early colonies - Hispaniola,
Brazil, Virginia, Québec. Immigration:
settlers, servants, slaves. Relations
with European powers and the Seven
Years’ War. The War of Independence.
Symbols and legends in the early USA.
The Bill of Rights and its continuing
influence. International relations of
the USA. The rise of business and
workers’ rights. Women'’s rights. The
civil rights movement.
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