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In this course, we will use English to learn about the Americas and about the United States of
America (USA). You will gain a broad knowledge of this topic from the time of the first
Americans to the present, and a more detailed knowledge of two periods - the French and
English colonisation of North America, and the revolution that gave birth to the USA. Students
will strengthen their reading and listening endurance in English, by viewing short presentations
by the instructor, reading and listening to the text (Revolution, a graded reader, 1000
headwords), viewing a movie (Black Robe), and listening to some representative poems and
songs (from traditional to hiphop). Students will also learn by collaborative exercises in critical
thinking. At first, the materials may seem difficult, but as you continue, you will pick up words
and understand them more easily.

Specific topics include: Origin of native Americans, first points of contact between Europeans
and Americans. Early colonies - Hispaniola, Brazil, Virginia, Québec. Immigration: settlers,
servants, slaves. Relations with European powers and the Seven Years’ War. The War of
Independence. Symbols and legends in the early USA. The Bill of Rights and its continuing
influence. International relations of the USA. The rise of business and workers’ rights. Women's
rights. The civil rights movement.
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HRIZXZBA L TLEEV, Huizenga, J., Huizenga, L., 2010. Revolution. Oxford University
Press, Oxford. ISBN-13: 978-0194248266; (with MultiROM) ISBN-13: 978-0194247849
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1 | 2017 9H 26 H | Introduction to course. Origin of native Americans, first points of
contact between Europeans and Americans.
Introduction to Black Robe (film set at French contact with native
Americans). Task: ‘Columbus’ Story’. Quiz.
2 | 20174 10 B 3 H | Early colonies - Hispaniola, Brazil, Virginia, Québec.
Black Robe part 1.Task: ‘Maps of the Americas (1500s to now)’.
Quiz (from this week on, each is 3% of grade).
3 | 20174 10H 10 H | Seven Years War.
Black Robe part 2.Task:’Languages of the Americas’. Quiz.
4 | 20174 10 A 17 B | Revolution chapter 1.
Black Robe part 3. Task: ‘Immigration (American Dream)’. Quiz.
5 | 20174 10 A 24 H | Revolution chapter 2.
Black Robe part 4. Task: ‘Representation’. Quiz.
6 | 20174 10 A 31 H | Revolution chapter 3.
Black Robe part 5. Task: ‘American Legends’. Quiz.
7 | 2017F 11 A7 H | Review. Open-book summary & assesment task (40 minutes: 10%
of grade).
8 | 20174 11 A 14 H | Revolution chapters 4 and 5
Task: ‘Wars of Independence around the World". Quiz.
9 |20174 11 A 21 H | Revolution chapter 6.
Task: ‘Ideas and Human Rights . Quiz.
10 | 20174 11 A 28 H | Revolution chapter 7.
Task: ‘History We Don’t Often Hear’. Quiz.
11 | 20174 12 A 12 H | Revolution chapters 8 and 9.
Task: ‘International Relations’. Quiz.
12 | 20174 12 B 19 H | Revolution chapter 10.
Task: ‘The Government of the USA'. Quiz.
13 | 20181 H9H Emancipation from Slavery, Women's Rights
Task: ‘Affirmative Action?’. Quiz.
14 | 2018 1 H 16 H | The ‘American’ (20th) Century
Task: ‘Summary: What I have learned about America’. Advice for
reviewing course.
15 | 20184 1 H 23 H | Open-book summary & assesment task. (80 minutes: 40% of
grade).




