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1. Gain a broad knowledge of the history, culture, and geography of the Americas and the USA.

2. Strengthen English reading and listening skills, through readings in the textbook, lectures, and supplementary materials:
poems, songs, speeches, and film excerpts.

3. Develop research, thinking, and presentation skills.

This course requires a proficiency level of CEFR A2. If you have not reached this level, we recommend that you raise your English
level before taking this class.
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Come to the first class with the textbook (Journey to America Today), and having read Reading 1 of Unit 1.
A typical class will include the following:

» Reading aloud from the textbook.

+ Checking comprehension of main ideas. (Students participate by answering or asking questions.)

BEROBIE » Learning related content (including excerpts from poems, songs, speeches, and films).
In weeks 7 and 14, students will participate in one of two types of oral activity:
a) recitation (of a speech, poem, or song) with an introduction;
b) panel discussion (of several students' small research projects).
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« Journey to America Today: Unit 1
F1[E] «+ Lecture: Introduction to course. Definitions. The situation before 1492.
«++ Task 1: Maps of the Americas (1500s to present).

« Journey to America Today: Unit 2
Z2[m] «+ Lecture: First points of contact between Europeans and Americans (Newfoundland, Hispaniola, Mexico, Brazil).
e+« Task 2: 1492.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 3

«+ Lecture: English and French colonies (Virginia, Massachusetts, and Quebec). Settlers, servants, and slaves. Struggles of
class and race.

+++ Task 3: Languages of the Americas.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 4
4[] ++ Lecture: Independence of the USA. Constitution and Bill of Rights.
«++ Task 4: The Declaration of Independence.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 5
5[] «« Lecture: Expansion to the West (1). The economies in the North and South.
«++ Task b: Hiawatha, by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 6
E)E| « Lecture: The Civil War.
«++ Task 6: The Gettysburg address.

« Journey to America Today: Review of Units 1-6
«++ Recitations & Panel discussions

« Journey to America Today: Unit 7
Z£8[m] «+ Lecture: Reconstruction. Expansion to the West (2).
+++ Task 7: Walt Whitman and Langston Hughes.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 8
#9[q «+ Lecture: Industrial growth. Wealth and labour. The USA in the world (1).
+++ Task 8: The USA's biggest businesses.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 9
£510[H] «« Lecture: World War |, 'Roaring Twenties'. 'Great Depression'. World War 11.
««» Task 9: The major economies of the world

https://unipa.shotoku.ac.jp/uprx/up/bs/bsa001/Bsa00101.xhtml 1/2



2026/06/22 12:47
« Journey to America Today: Unit 10

E11[H] ++ Lecture: The Cold War.
+++ Task 10: Events that some people reme

« Journey to America Today: Unit 11
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%12[E] «« Lecture: Civil rights. The Vietnam War. Protests.

«++ Task 11: Protest songs.

« Journey to America Today: Unit 12
213\ s Lecture: The USA in the world (2).
+++ Task 12: The world’s superpowers.
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«++ Recitations & Panel discussions

£15[E] * Open-book summary & assessment task.

« Journey to America Today: Review of Units 7-12

Read the two Readings and complete the pages that follow them. You will be asked to speak in class—answer
ERIRE 2[5 one of the questions, ask a question, or read aloud from the Reading.
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After each class, complete the Making Connections section.

HRPE 205 Do the online quiz.

Also, prepare for your recitation or panel discussion for week 7 / 14.
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Students will receive feedback after their reports, presentations, and recitations. They also can discuss their feedback with the
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i
Spoken participation in class
Online quizzes
Recitation/Panel Discussion (weeks 7, 14)

Summary and Assessment (week 15; in class
writing)

There is no week 16 test.
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