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1. Students will gain a broad knowledge of the history, culture, and geography of
the Americas and the USA.

2. Students will strengthen their reading and listening in English, through readings
in the textbook, lectures, and supplementary materials: poems, songs, speeches,
and film excerpts.

3. Students will develop their research and presentation skills.

Come to the first class with the textbook (Journey to America Today), and having
read Reading 1 of Unit 1.

A typical class will include the following:

e Students, in groups, read aloud from the textbook.

¢ Instructor checks comprehension, using questions from the textbook. (Students
are expected to participate by speaking—answering or asking questions.)

e Instructor presents related content (including excerpts from poems, songs,
speeches, and films).

In weeks 7 and 14, students will either make a presentation (on a task or small
research project) or a recitation (of a speech, poem, or song.)
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 1

% 1 g 4816 B ee | ecture: Introduction to course. Definitions. The situation before
1492.
eee Task 1: Maps of the Americas (1500s to present).
e Journey to America Today: Unit 2

% o @ 48238 ee | ecture: First points of contact between Europeans and Americans
(Newfoundland, Hispaniola, Mexico, Brazil).
eee Task 2: 1492.
e Journey to America Today: Unit 3

% 3 g 4830H ee | ecture: English and French colonies (Virginia, Massachusetts, and
Quebec). Settlers, servants, and slaves. Struggles of class and race.
eee Task 3: Languages of the Americas.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 4
ee | ecture: Independence of the USA. Constitution and Bill of Rights.
eee Task 4: The Declaration of Independence.

5H 148

e Journey to America Today: Unit 5

ee | ecture: Expansion to the West (1). The economies in the North
and South.

eee Task 5: Hiawatha, by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 6
ee | ecture: The Civil War.
eee Task 6: The Gettysburg address.
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e Journey to America Today: Review of Units 1-6
eee Presentations & Recitations
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 7
ee | ecture: Reconstruction. Expansion to the West (2).
eee Task 7: Walt Whitman and Langston Hughes.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 8

ee | ecture: Industrial growth. Wealth and labour. The USA in the
world (1).

eee Task 8: The USA's biggest businesses.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 9

ee | ecture: World War I, 'Roaring Twenties'. 'Great Depression'. World
War II.

eee Task 9: The major economies of the world
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 10
ee | ecture: The Cold War.
eee Task 10: Events that some people remember.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 11
ee | ecture: Civil rights. The Vietham War. Protests.
eee Task 11: Protest songs.
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e Journey to America Today: Unit 12
ee | ecture: The USA in the world (2).
eee Task 12: The world’s superpowers.
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e Journey to America Today: Review of Units 7-12
eee Presentations & Recitations

28 15 [g]
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e Open-book summary & assessment task.




