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| . Students will gain a broad knowledge of the history, culture, and geography of the Americas
and the USA. 2. Students will strengthen their reading and listening in English, through
readings in the textbook, lectures, and supplementary materials: poems, songs, speeches, and
film excerpts. 3. Students will develop their research and presentation skills. Come to the first
class with the textbook (Journey to America Today), and having read Reading | of Unit I.

A typical class will include the following: - Students, in groups, read aloud from the textbook. -
Instructor checks comprehension, using questions from the textbook. (Students are expected to
participate by speaking—answering or asking questions.) - Instructor presents related content
(including excerpts from poems, songs, speeches, and films). In weeks 7 and | 4, students will
either make a presentation (on a task or small research project) or a recitation (of a speech,
poem, or song.)
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| . Deepen your knowledge about the USA and the Americas (and current issues that are
important throughout the world). 2. Develop critical thinking skills. 3. Read, listen to, and speak
authentic texts (essays, speeches, plays, poems, and songs) from American history and present-
day. 4. Strengthen your English while performing tasks - organising facts and ideas, making
individual oral reports, participating in discussions, and giving group presentations. Each week,
some students will be assigned to give short oral reports summarising and reflecting on the
assigned reading, or to recite selected authentic texts. This is followed by a short lecture and
discussion. The course connects history to current issues - e.g. the Bill of Rights and the modern
questions of free speech and gun ownership, and the history of immigration and diversity today.
IMPORTANT: The level of English is intfermediate, so students should have already successfully
completed American Studies I or British Studies I in English if they hope to do well in this course.
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| . Students will strengthen their English by authentic and adapted reading passages that are
just above their level, with built in vocabulary support. 2. Students will gain a broad knowledge
the USA and the Americas (and current issues that are important throughout the world) by
listening, note-taking and summarising, and speaking on topics that are closely related to the
reading. 3. Students will learn by organising facts (on their own and in groups) into writing and
presentation projects. Students study an academic subject (American Studies)—learning,
summarising, and thinking critically about the content—all while using English. The course topics
connect history to current issues - e.g. the history of immigration and diversity foday. We will
look at popular stories, poems, songs, movies, news, and advertising, to get a deeper
understanding of life in the USA and the Americas. IMPORTANT: The level of English is
intermediate, so students should have already successfully completed American Studies I or
British Studies I in English if they hope to do well in this course.
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